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Job Description

Role title: 	Principal Consultant – Freshwater Quality
Reports to: 	Associate Director
Grade:		Principal
Sector:                Freshwater Quality
Division:	Water Quality

Purpose / Scope of role

APEM’s Water Quality team continues to grow at pace, and as such we are now seeking a Principal Consultant – Freshwater Quality to play a central role within our Freshwater Quality Team.

APEM’s Freshwater Quality Team provides water and sediment quality monitoring, analysis and interpretation services covering chemical, nutrient, sediment, microbiological, and algal factors in water bodies ranging from ponds to large rivers and reservoirs. Biological water quality analysis e.g. through use of macroinvertebrates, also features regularly and forms a large part of our current portfolio.

This is a senior opportunity for a passionate and experienced freshwater professional with demonstrable experience in the UK water sector; leading teams delivering services to water company clients. The position involves leading operational delivery, managing commercial performance, and helping develop freshwater quality services.

You will be a key Project Manager for our AMP8 major projects portfolio which includes large tranches of work covering multiple years, involving multiple stakeholders, cross team/divisional inputs and external subcontractors. You will work across all aspects of the team. This will also include tender production, and financial management. You will undertake client meetings, site visits and field surveys, where required. You will be responsible for mentoring and developing other members of the team and we will discuss and agree any line management responsibilities. Regarding sales and marketing activity, you will work with the team to identify opportunities for new work.  

If you are an experienced water quality specialist with strong project management skills and experience, who thrives in complex, multi-disciplinary environments, and has the motivation to shape delivery, this is an opportunity to make a meaningful impact.

What we’re looking for

You’ll need to bring:
· Demonstrable experience within the UK water sector, ideally, leading consultancy teams servicing water company clients
· Proven ability to lead operational delivery across multiple projects, ensuring performance to time, budget and quality
· Good knowledge of freshwater quality and environmental monitoring
· Experience managing and developing high-performing project delivery teams
· Strong stakeholder and client management skills
· Knowledge of the full project lifecycle including bidding, tendering and commercial delivery
· Excellent written and verbal communication skills
It’s a bonus if you have:
· Strong technical expertise in freshwater quality and environmental monitoring
· Strong contractual and commercial management experience
· Proficient in water and sediment quality sampling techniques
· Knowledge of SOAF investigations
· Understanding of novel environmental monitoring techniques e.g. eDNA
· Postgraduate qualification in a relevant field
· Chartered status or membership of a relevant professional body
· Experience in water quality modelling, data interpretation or applied data consultancy
Next steps
We are focused on creating a diverse and inclusive team. If you can’t tick every box on our job description, then we are still keen to hear from you and are open to supporting your development. That may be working part time or supporting you to gain experience in a specific area – we are a growing company and are able to adapt roles to reflect individual skills.

If you think you have what it takes to join our fast-growing business, then please apply immediately on our website. All we need is some basic information and your CV; we will review all applications quickly and will respond to all applicants.

Key Responsibilities

· Leading on the delivery of APEM’s water and sediment quality projects, including financial management.
· Leading and input on the delivery of cross team/divisional projects. 
· Leading on the production of tenders for new work, including complex projects.
· Client liaison.
· To provide mentoring, support and guidance to senior and consultant grade scientists.
· To produce high quality work within tight time and cost constraints.
· Review of project data and reports.
· To identify follow up work or potential new opportunities with existing clients.
· Stakeholder/regulator liaison (especially UK and Ireland)
· Marketing our capabilities to current and potential future clients.
· To carry out any additional activities that may be reasonably required or requested.
· To take reasonable care for the health and safety of yourself and others; make use of the tools, equipment, training and resources; and actively engage with colleagues at all levels to contribute to the continuous improvement of health and safety management.
· Complete mandatory health and safety training modules and any that are specific to your role.
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