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Job Description – Graduate Ecology Data Technician



Role title: 	Graduate Ecology Data Technician
Reports to: 	Director
Grade:		Graduate
Sector:		Land
Division:	Aspect Ecology	


Purpose / Scope of role

Aspect Ecology have an excellent opportunity for a full-time, permanent Graduate Ecology Data Technician to join the in-house Data Team.

The principal role of the Graduate Ecology Data Technician is to support the Ecology Team by handling, analysing and evaluating the considerable amount of audio and video data we collect from our Phase 2 bat surveys. This includes identifying bat calls from our audio data and examining bat behaviour from our video data. Outputs, commentary, and evaluation of the above analyses are then provided to the Ecology Team. Additionally, the Graduate Ecology Data Technician may, in time, be involved with Biodiversity Net Gain Assessments.

There will also be opportunities to participate in Phase 2 bat surveys if desired, however this is not an essential part of the role.

What success looks like in this role

As a Graduate Ecology Data Technician, you will develop your skills of handling, examining and critically appraising data. You will be expanding your knowledge of UK bats and their roosting, activity and echolocation habits, understanding the relevant guidance and legislation, as well as developing your skills of analysing vast datasets whilst maintaining a very high level of accuracy. 

The experience gained in this role will assist in starting your career in ecological and environmental data management, progressing within dedicated and supportive team which is involved in a growing and increasingly important part of the business, who will guide you in learning and developing skills which are ever more in demand in the sector.












Key Responsibilities

Bat Audio Data Analysis
· Compiling, converting and analysing sonograms from recordings made in the field to identify British bats to species/species group level using Anabat Insight analysis software, summarising the results with tables, statistics and prose,
· Training for this part of the role includes enrolment on the BatAbility Certificate of Bat Acoustics Analysis Technician Level course - a recognised certification within the sector.
Infrared Camera Video Data Analysis
· Processing (using MotionMeerkat motion detection software) and reviewing video footage collected in the field to identify bat roosting behaviour and other bat activity, summarising these results for use in ecological reports and licence applications.
Ecological data management
· Assist with the management of ecological data, including organising storage and retrieval systems and supporting ecologists in the use of data in their reporting,
· Identifying ways in which our handling and use of ecological can be optimised as part of an atmosphere of continual improvement.
Biodiversity Net Gain Assessments
· As the Data Team expands into providing technical support to BNG Assessments, the Graduate Data Technician may be involved with assisting the Ecology Team in inputting data into the DEFRA Biodiversity Net Gain Metric Calculator and optimising the results.

Full training will be provided for all of the above day-to-day tasks. Candidates are not expected to necessarily have previously conducted any of these specific tasks, however should instead demonstrate a high level of competency in their analytical and organisational skillset, as well as being able to work in an organised manner as part of a collaborative team.














Skills/Knowledge/Experience/Qualifications

Essential - 
· A relevant degree and/or postgraduate qualification in the environmental/biology sector, with a strong academic record
· Experience working with analytical or other processing software
· Proficient with the Microsoft Office suite, in particular Excel and Word
· Ability to work under pressure in a fast-paced environment, with effective teamwork and excellent organisation and communication skills
Desirable - 
· Field experience of bat surveys
· Experience of ecological sonogram analysis

About Aspect Ecology

At Aspect Ecology, we specialise in providing ecological consultancy services to a well-established base of high-profile public and private sector clients. Our Oxfordshire-based team has a wealth of experience and expertise advising on an extensive range of projects nationwide with a focus on integrating ecological habitats and wildlife benefits within new developments. We are a professional and friendly team of enthusiastic ecologists who thrive on innovation and delivering a high quality output to our clients – see our website for more www.aspect-ecology.com and follow us on LinkedIn  https://www.linkedin.com/company/aspect-ecology-ltd-/.


Our Values

Our most important assets are our people who work for us. We all work as one team and rely on each other. We wish to create a working environment to which our people are proud to belong, by maintaining our values at the forefront of everything we do. These values are:

· Integrity – We do the right thing
· Quality – Quality in everything
· People - We care
· Forward thinking – We focus on the future
· Positivity – We believe we can
· Fairness – We champion equality
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